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When we were planning our photo trip around the world, it became clear that one country would

be totally different from any other. In countries such as Australia, the landscape is pretty dominant.

Therefore, you can select your camera gear for landscape situations and you will have a good day.

This is not the case in the southeast Asian country, Myanmar.

Besides landscapes, the people are the ones who make the pictures special. This is why it is more

difficult preparing to take photographs in Myanmar than in other places.

We were travelling for half a year, so it was not possible to take all our lenses. Nevertheless, we did

not want any compromises regarding image quality. This meant that we needed to consider some

prime lenses in addition to our zoom lenses. Finding lightweight equipment which delivers the best

possible quality is not easy. Therefore, we decided to shoot all our Myanmar pictures with the Sony

Alpha 7RII and the Sony Alpha 6500 mainly in combination with the ZEISS Batis 18 f/2.8 and the

ZEISS Batis 85 f/1.8. Therefore, we had our lightweight go to setup. On our second camera we

placed one zoom lens each day.

Lightweight and flexible for busy situations

We chose to take a full-frame camera as well as an APS-C because of the flexibility. Using the same

lenses on the APS-C camera we got the little extra reach thanks to the crop factor, which came in

handy from time to time.

Having a fixed focal length helps you make decisions more quickly. In situations in which the action

is moving fast, this is a huge benefit. Once we were photographing some monks in the area of

Loikaw, the old black area of Myanmar. It was a pretty busy shooting situation as the action was

happening fast. About 300 monks were standing in a queue, getting ready to grab some food for

lunch. We had to take our photographs pretty quickly, because there were photographic

opportunities everywhere. It helped to have a fixed focal length, as we were forced to walk around

instead of just zooming.

Because we had a very wide angle as well as a good tele, we were able to quickly switch between

them and find a solution for every situation.
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Overwhelming moments and overwhelming performance –
controlling the light

Another reason why we have chosen the Batis series of lenses is the performance in special light

conditions. One of the biggest challenges is to take pictures while holding the camera directly

against the sun. Most of the time you end up having annoying lens flare in the pictures. Sometimes

you want them, sometimes not. Nevertheless both of us love to shoot directly against the sun and

therefore end up doing this quite often.

Shooting at sunrise and sunset in Bagan

In Myanmar we were taking a lot of sunrise and sunset pictures. In Bagan, we got up each

morning at around four o’clock in the morning to catch the sunrise by the old temples. This was

not just for the beautiful light conditions but also a special tradition taking place every morning in

Bagan. Right at the time of sunrise, many hot air balloons take off to fly over Bagan. It is an

attraction for tourists. For us, it was the perfect photo opportunity. The mix out of the special light,

the temples and the balloons was magical. Many other people were out there with us every

morning. A lot of them in the hunt for a special picture as well. In the end we were able to come

up with some very nice photographs. Some of them before the balloons took off, during the blue

hour and the first moments of sunrise. The others with the balloons in flight.

 

With the ZEISS Batis 18mm it is a huge pleasure to hold the camera directly into the sun. The flares

are quite controllable and the sunrays form beautiful stars with a closed aperture. The Batis lenses

made it easy to handle every difficult light situation. Same story with low light situations. The wide

aperture of f/2.8 of the Batis 18mm as well as the f/1.8 of the Batis 85mm helped to bring in

enough light, so we could keep our ISO low.

This came in handy one night when we were shooting in an old temple in Bagan. We were taking

portraits of young monks. The only light available was candle light. Amazingly soft and moody

light, but not very bright. We had never taken pictures in such conditions before. To get high

quality images in this situation was in a way magical. The chance to take such portraits is a real

dream come true. The shoot left us speechless and every time we look at the pictures, we have a

smile on our faces.

Sharpness is king for portraits

We are both huge fans of sharp images. Details matter, especially in photography. While shooting

portraits of the people, we used a wide-open aperture on the Batis 85mm. Most of the time we

found ourselves shooting with an aperture of f1.8. This lens is unbelievable sharp, even while using

f/1.8. Therefore, we were able to shoot portraits in which the people’s eyes are quite sharp and in

the background, you can find amazing bokeh.

We once took a picture of an old lady in a village. She had a lot of wrinkles, all of them tell stories

about her life. She had never been photographed before so we actually took the first picture of her

life. This was very special as we were able to print out the pictures after our return to the capital

and our guide took the picture to her during his next trip. The picture of the old lady is one of our

favorites. The way she is looking and the expression in her face is unbelievable. You can see peace

in her eyes. The lady seems to be very happy with her life.

Due to the sharpness of the Batis 85mm, we caught every detail in her face and combined it with a

smooth bokeh to create a portrait with a meaning.

Furthermore the Batis 18mm allowed us to create very sharp and very detailed landscape images as

well. Sometimes a focal length of 18mm was a bit too wide. Then we switched the lens over to

our Alpha 6500 and got a focal length of around 27mm. We found we had the perfect match of

camera and lens for every situation with a very lightweight, easy to handle setup.

Did we regret not taking zoom lenses?

At the beginning, we thought it could be a bit risky to go without a zoom tele such as 70-200.

Same goes for skipping a zoom lens in the range of 24-70mm or even 16-35mm. In the end, it

really helped to focus on two cameras and two prime lenses. We were able to get the best possible

results by reducing our kit to the minimum. Using the ZEISS Batis lenses in combination with the

amazing Sony Alpha 7RII was a huge pleasure. The quality of the images is outstanding. The shoots

were fantastic as we could handle very lightweight setups. Furthermore, the cameras did not look

that big so it never felt as if we were disturbing somebody with our gear. We were able to dive

deep into the life of the people and share some unforgettable moments. For us, the cameras were

more than just a tool to take photographs. Many times they were door openers and sometimes

they even opened the heart. Thanks to our cameras we came in contact with many people we

otherwise would have never talked to. We truly enjoyed every moment in this beautiful country

where you can take pictures of amazing landscapes, unbelievable buildings and of the lovely

people.

Sometimes we were shooting in situations which were challenging, emotionally and as well for the

equipment, such as sandy environments. Due to the snug fit of the Zeiss lenses, we never had to

worry about dust finding its way into the camera. We both fell in love, not just with the Zeiss

lenses, but also with Myanmar and especially, with its people.
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